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YOU'RE JUST 
JEALOUS! 


YOU 
WISH YOU WERE 
L-LIKE ME-- 


RIGHT NOW, YOU’RE Jim 
GONNA DIE! fm 


--CAN'T YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT? 
“THIS‘LL HELP, 


PETER. THIS‘LL 
HELP A LOT...” 


"I'VE BEEN 
» USING THE SALIVA AND 
FLUIDS THAT HAD SOAKED 


7 «IN THE 
EARLY STAGES OF 
TRANSFORMATION... 
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ai THAT'S THE THEORY. I’M t 
AND GET ALREADY CLOSE, I THINK. ]iq 
US AN ANTIDOTE THE SCIENCE ISN'T THAT i 
» QUICKER? Hel toag L SOPHISTICATED. 
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MY AUNT'S 
STRONG. SHE'S 
A FIGHTER. SHE’LL 
FIGHT HER WAY 
BACK. 


IN THE 
MEANTIME, YOU 5 
FOCUS ON THE KIDS. 

ON FINDING A CURE 
FOR THEM. 


Md 


{ OF COURSE, 
PETER. 


THESE DOPPELGANGERS 
ARE MY RESPONSIBILITY. 
I’LL TRACK THEM DOWN, 
|) HOWEVER MANY THERE 
A ARE. AND HOPEFULLY I'LL 
GET TO THEM BEFORE 

THEY DEGENERATE 
> AS FAR AG... 


OUR 
FRIEND IN 
THERE. 


AND 
AFTER YOU 
CATCH THEM? 
WHERE WILL 

YOU PUT 
THEM? 


THE PRESENT. 
POLICE DETECTIVE JONAS FOGG: 


I'M 
PERTURBED, 
GENTLEMEN. 
BECAUSE 
{THIS IS A MYSTERY 
‘{ AND I HATE MYSTERIES. 
CONAN DOYLE? HATE 'IM. 
AGATHA CHRISTIE? 
LOATHE HER. 


THERE'S ALWAYS A SCENE LIKE 
—_ THIS ONE WE'RE ABOUT TO ENACT. 
) WHEN THE SO-CALLED "CLUES” 
ARE REVIEWED FOR THE... 
WHADDAYA CALL IT? 


READER’S 
BENEFIT, I 
BELIEVE, 


--READER’S 
{_ BENEFIT, THAT'S 
RIGHT, SILAS, THAT'S 
IT EXACTLY. 


YOU'RE ALL HOMELESS 
MALES, AGED 13 TO 18. YOU WERE 
ALL ABDUCTED (IN A NON-VIOLENT WAY) 
BY AN UNKNOWN MALE AND TAKEN TO AN 
UNKNOWN LOCATION, WHERE YOU WERE CLEANED, P< 
FED, AND HELD FOR AN UNKNOWN AMOUNT ff 


—_ —— DURING YOUR STAY AT 
HOW’'M I fie... CHEZ WHO-KNOWS-WHERE, 
DOING SO FAR, YOUR MYSTERY BENEFACTOR 

SILAS? SPOT ON, DID SOMETHING TO YOU. 

Sar SOMETHING THAT MADE 

YOU STRONGER AND 
MADE IT SO YOU COULD 
STICK TO WALLS. 


TURNED YOU 
INTO...SPIDER-MEN- 
LITE, AS |T WERE. 


SILAS? 


THANKS. 


AT WHICH 
POINT, YOU TRAINED 
= TOCATION FOR AN. 
I'LL GET \ UNKNOWN AMOUNT OF 
YOU A REFILL, TIME AND WERE 
DETECTIVE. SUBSEQUENTLY SET 
. FREE TO RUN AMUCK 
AND PLAY SUPER 
HERO... 


WHAT HAPPENED NEXT 
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(A.K.A. THE W 
Y PETER REAL SPIDER- !IS LUCKY FOR 
ARKER. MAN.) YOU GUYS-- 


ie 


EXCELLENT, = ce 
SILAS. GENTLEMEN, 
THIS IS DOCTOR ) — 


CURT CONNORS... 


«THE MAN 
WHO'S GOING 
TO SAVE YOUR 
LIVES... 


STUFF YOU, 
SPIDER-MAN! YOU'RE 
A CRIMINAL AND A 
COWARD! 


JUST SO YOU KNOW--JUST SO 
YOU'RE NOT UNDER ANY ILLUSIONS -- 
I ROLLED WITH THAT PUNCH SO 
THAT YOU WOULDN'T BREAK 
YOUR WRIST. 


P42) . 
YOU'D BETTER 
BEHAVE AND HEAR 
WHAT HE HAS TO 
SAY. 


“I MEAN IT. I 
SERIOUSLY DON’T 
HAVE THE TIME OR 
THE PATIENCE FOR 

THIS BULL-- 


ion | + 
This is absurd. My aunt’s Hie 
ina hospital, shot by a fm 
sniper, hanging on by a 
THREAD, and L'm-- 


I oandbe oe 
THANKFUL-- |= 
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a ii} 
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a --I GOT to 
pea you when I did. 
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THE FORMULA THAT GRANTED 
YOU YOUR..."SPIDER-POWERS"” |S A SERUM 
VERY SIMILAR TO THE ONE THAT TURNS 
ME INTO THE LIZARD CREATURE. 


(OF COURSE, THE 
BASE ENZYMES IN YOUR 
FORMULA ARE ARACHNID-- 
IN MINE, THEY WERE 
REPTILIAN.) 


SIMILARLY, THOUGH, THE 
SPIDER-FORMULA’S INITIAL POSITIVE 
EFFECTS BELIE THE FACT THAT THE 

LONGER IT REMAINS IN YOUR SYSTEMS... 


MIGHT AS 
WELL TELL 'EM, 
DOC. THEY'RE TOUGH 
aeons CAN 

K| 


<a cay 


—— 


«THE MORE 
PROFOUND YOUR 
\ TRANSFORMATIONS WILL 
EVENTUALLY BE. 


Another one for the mix. 
curt should already be at 
the police station, like we 

arranged. Same as me, 
he’s been working ‘round 

the clock on this... 
= — 
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«EVENTUALLY, YOU'LL 
TURN INTO HUMANOIDS 
THAT ARE MORE SPIDER 
THAN HUMAN. 


IT MEANS THAT 
THE PERSON WHO DID 
THIS EITHER WANTS YOU 
TO ENDURE A GRUESOME, 
PAINFUL DEATH... 


OR, MORE 
LIKELY, DIDN'T 
FORESEE THIS 
_ HAPPENING. 


«BUT DID IT 
EVER OCCUR TO YOU 
GENIUSES THAT SOME 
OF US MIGHT WANT TO 
KEEP CHANGING? 


WE WERE ON THE 
STREETS WHEN THIS 
GUY FOUND US. NO ONE GAVE 
US A SECOND LOOK. OR, IF 
THEY DID, IT WAS TO 
HURT Us. 


> THIS GUY MADE 
US STRONG. GAVE US 
A FIGHTING CHANCE. YOU 


SAY WE'RE TURNING INTO : 


SOMETHING THAT'S NOT 
HUMAN...? 


LUCKILY, WITH... 


7 MATERIALS SPIDER-MAN 


GAVE ME, I DEVELOPED A 
VACCINE THAT WILL 
DESTABILIZE THE FOREIGN 
CHEMICALS IN YOUR BODY 
AND KEEP YOU FROM 
CHANGING FURTHER. 


THAT SOME OF 
US MIGHT NOT HAVE Y 
LIKED WHO WE WERE 
BEFORE? AND THAT 
SOME OF US WOULD 

RATHER DIE THAN 
GO BACK? 


WELL, GUESS \ 
WHAT? THAT’S WHAT 
WE WERE. 


THE METHOD 
OF ADMINISTRATION 
IS YOUR CHOICE: 


2 QUE PASA, AMIGO? (I'M 
PRACTICING MY SPANISH; 
NEXT MONTH ME AND THE 
MISSUS ARE GOING TO /7 BANE D VoUR 
ACAPULCO.) rere: 


ANY CASE, 
TYSEN AT THE DESK 
JUST CALLED... 


‘I. HATE THAT YOU 
ALL THINK THAT, BUT 


I'M SORRY: ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER, YOU'RE GETTING 
THIS VACCINE. WE’RE NOT 
LETTING ANY OF YOU DIE 
BECAUSE SOME MANIAC’S 
RUNNING AMUCK WITH A 
CHEMISTRY SET. 


“SWEET MARY, WHERE 
ARE THESE KIDS COMING 
FROM? WHERE IS THIS 


1 #%?E*! KEEPING THEM...?" 


CALVIN ZABD: 


You 
DON’T EVEN 
REALIZE... 


oom IT'S BECAUSE 
YOU'RE JUST LIKI 
PETER PARKER. 


THEREFORE, THE 
IDEAL CONTROL 
SUBJEC 


Lots of tourists, 
always crowded, 
less chance we'll 
be recognized. 


Pevrere 
Thank God. I 

WASN'T sure Mr. 
Fantastic would 
help me since I’m 

not part of his 

so-called 
"INITIATIVE". 


YES. 
ALTHOUGH... 


+L COULD’‘VE 
MANUFACTURED AN 


ANTIDOTE MYSELF. / 


WS Le. 
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yal, - { <ironically, not far from where 
| we Were PULVERIZING our- 
’ \ (} selves at the end of the WAR.) 


When Richards calls 
me to meet, I 
suggest the Chevys 


in Times Square. 
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THE GOOD * 
NEWS [5...YOU 
GOT HIM TO ME 
IN TIME. 4 

< 


ETHAN 
MYERS--THE BOY 
YOU BROKE OUT OF 
JAIL--IS ALIVE 

AND STABLE. 


- 

AND? DID YOU 
GET THE FORMULA 
FROM CONNORS? TO 
REVERSE HIS 
METAMORPHOSIS? 


I FIGURED WELL 


YOU'D HAVE ENOUGH I CERTAINLY 


ON YOUR HANDS WITH DID MORE THAN 
JUST...SAVING THAT, PETER. 


ETHAN’S LIFE. 


cAnd being 
Tony Stark’s 
LAPDOG.) 


= = a 
(God, this is TERRIBLE. Reed | 
and I used to be friends. Now ff 
I can BARELY look him in the 
eye. Even asking for this much 
help feels...WRONG.) 


WHILE 
EXAMINING 
HIM, I ALSO 
FOUND... 


«THIS PIECE OF 
FOREIGN MATTER. 
SURGICALLY EMBEDDED 
\ UNDER HIS SKIN, IN THE 
\\ SMALL OF HIS BACK 
— 


, I DON’T : 
THINK HE WAS 

EVEN AWARE OF 
ITS EXISTENCE. 


7 WHAT IS 
IT? IT LOOKS 
v LIKE-- 


IT'S A 
TRACKING 
DEVICE... 


YOU KNOW 
HOW MOST PEOPLE 
HAVE GPS TECHNOLOGY 
IN THEIR CARS NOW? 
IT’S NOT UNLIKE 
THAT... 


One of my old spider- 
tracers. (But I keep my 
mouth shut. Let BIG 
BRAIN do the talking.) 


7 SO HE COULD 
KEEP TABS ON 
THEM, WHEREVER 
THEY WENT... 


THAT 
WAS MY 
THINKING. 


TEN-TO- 

ONE ODDS, ALL OF 
THE OTHER ALTERED 
CHILDREN YOU'VE 
CAPTURED HAVE HAD 
SIMILAR DEVICES 
IMPLANTED. 


HE EXPERIMENTED 
ON THEM..HE TAGGED 
THEM...AND THEN HE SENT 


— THEM OUT INTO THE 


WORLD... 


I can RIG something... — 
"galecng TRACE (eback ae f 
radiating... it bac ir y 
to its point of origin... ‘ ut ven ae ae 
e KNEES. 


/ \F THERE'S 
( ANYTHING ELSE 
\\"YOU NEED... 


//_ YOU DON’T HAVE 
( TO FEEL LIKE YOU'RE 
\\ ALONE IN THIS. 


SUSAN AND 
IT'S BECAUSE 7 I WANT YOU TO 
YOU AND TONY KNOW THAT YOU AND 
\, PUT ME THERE, YOUR FAMILY ARE IN 
REED. OUR THOUGHTS 
AND PRAYERS. < 


4 


IF ONE oP hy ({ APPRECIATE | 

MORE PERSON \# : et oon ) gH THAT, REED. 4 

|| TELLS ME HOW : Ae = iW > 

\ BAD THEY 
\ FEEL... 


SOMETHING \ — 
ELSE, PETER. ~ T BELIEVE I 
KNOW WHERE YOU 


. N UNDERNEATH MANHATTAN: 


< * Reed found traces 
my of dust and silt on 
q Ethan Myers’ body. 


Which reminded him of DUST 
SAMPLES he found on one of 
the Mole Man's monsters 
during a FIGHT in a New York 
City subway tunnel. 


(He’s got that 
ki BRAIN, 


ELSEWHERE. 


ZABO 
AUDIO JOURNAL, ENTRY 
NUMBER ONE HUNDRED 
AND TWELVE. 


“SPIDER \ 
PROJECT” DAY... 
EIGHTEEN. ‘ay 


PEERS WON’T 
UNDERSTAND... 


MY NEED TO... 
UNDERSTAND... 


A FIFTEEN-YEAR- 
OLD BOY SOMEHOW 
ACQUIRES THE 
PROPORTIONATE SPEED, 
STRENGTH AND AGILITY 7 anp 

OF A TRAP-DOOR  pEcipES TO 
SPIDER... DO GOOD. 


WHEN 


AN 
ADOLESCENT 
BOY IS GRANTED 
ENORMOUS 

POWER... 


AND 
CHOOSES NOT 
TO ABUSE IT. 
HOW DOES 


SUCH A THING 
HAPPEN? 


THERE ARE TWO 
NATURES AT WAR 
WITHIN EACH 

MAN... 


GOOD 
AND EVIL... 


«AND WHEN 
SPIDERS ARE, 
ESSENTIALLY, 
AGGRESSIVE 

CREATURES... 


MY THESIS WAS 
SIMPLE: GIVEN THE SAME 
CIRCUMSTANCES, AN EQUAL OR 
NUMBER OF SUBJECTS WOULD x NOT. THE NATURE/ 
USE THEIR ABILITIES FOR NURTURE QUESTION... 
EVIL AS FOR GOOD... ON A SUPER-HUMAN 


“THE WAY 
YOUNG PETER WAS, 


PETER PARKER is. 
WAS ORPHANED AT AN Ae Aue. ae 


EARLY AGE. SO, TOO, 
WOULD MY SUBJECTS 
BE... 


HOMELESS 
BOYS, LIVING APART 
FROM THEIR FAMILIES, 
ESSENTIALLY 
PARENTLESS... 


“OUTFITTED IN ‘ 
THE APPROPRIATE Bee “RELEASED 
| VESTMENTS... wa INTO THE SAME 
HABITAT AS 
SPIDER-MAN...” 


«WHAT 
WOULD THEY 
DO? 
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I WISH I 
COULD SAY I’M 
SURPRISED. 
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AND 
BRINGING THEM 
ALL TOGETHER 


7 1 PLANNED 
"TO RETRIEVE EACH 
SUBJECT FROM THE 
"WILD" AFTER ONE A 
AT WHICH 
POINT, THEIR 
BEHAVIOR AND/OR 
NATURE COULD BE 
EVALUATED 
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THE NEXT VOICE 
YOU HEAR WON'T BE 
MINE, BUT THAT OF MY 
ASSOCIATE... 


